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Several years ago Mark Hanson wrote a small book 
entitled, Faithful, Yet Changing:  The Church in 
Challenging Times.  He wrote the following 
statement, “The Lutheran church began as a 
reforming movement in the Roman Catholic Church.  
Luther did not set out to establish a new church, but 
to reform the existing church for the sake of the 
gospel . . . We believe that the church is always being 
re-formed by the Holy Spirit working through the 
gospel . . . It would be tragic if the Lutheran church, 
born as an agent of change, would resist change.  
We need to be open to change – not for the sake of 
change, but for the gospel and the work that God is 
calling us to do in the world.” (p. 63) 
 When change confronts us, the challenge is 
always whether change is happening for the right 

reason.  I listened to a pastor’s farewell sermon 
recently as he was leaving his former congregation.  
He listed all of the things that had changed during 
his time with them and subtly and indirectly gave 
himself credit for these changes.  As I listened to 
him, I was not sure if all of these changes were truly 
the work of the Holy Spirit or simply an expression 
of his own agenda, which he had managed to 
accomplish in that church. 

Good Shepherd is in the midst of change 
during this time of interim.  But one of the things I 
am committed to, as your interim pastor, is to focus 
on the things that are familiar and known and to be 
grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in our 
worship, learning, service and support.  As we seek 
to make sure our grounding is solid in the work of 
ministry, there will also be opportunities to grow 
and change . . . not to negate what has been our 
past, but to build on that history and tradition in 
order to adjust to a changing world and around us.  
 We are not just going to change things 
because we want something new and different.  If 
we do make some changes, they will be because 
these changes allow us to grow, to improve our 
ministry, and to renew our commitment to the 
vitality of the church and the Gospel.  Thank you for 
your continued prayers and support for our ministry 
together.  I continue to look forward to seeing you 
at worship every weekend.  Remember these words 
from St. Paul, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come.”  (II Corinthians 5:17) 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
Pastor Knight Wells 

The Shepherd’s Scroll 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2101 S. Prospect Ave, Champaign, IL 61820 

217.352.1732 gslc-cu.org 
 

“Preaching, Teaching, and Reaching in Jesus’ Name.” 
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Dear Carol Manley Endowment Committee 
 
“My name is Shaun Keene, and I’m going to El 
Salvador in August of this year. The main reason I am 
going is because my mom signed me up (ha-ha). 
Seriously though, I went to the National Youth 
Gathering in Houston last summer and enjoyed the 
work day, but was a little disappointed that it was 
mostly just bounce houses and sitting in a stadium. 
We didn’t really do much to aid Houston during the 
trip despite that being the mission. El Salvador on 
the other hand sounds like it’ll have a larger impact. 
Most of the time seems to be for building the house. 
The area also seems cool (figuratively speaking), 
although the crime stuff does seem a little worrying. 
However, there are a lot of precautions taken by 
habitat to ensure our safety. Overall, I think it’ll be a 
good trip. Thank you for everything you’ve done to 
make this trip possible and everything you do to 
allow others like us to travel to other parts of the 
world to help out.”  - Shaun Keene 
 
“I’m excited to be taking my first trip to El Salvador. 
From what I’ve heard from family members and our 
congregation it’s an amazing experience. I’m looking 
forward to learning about the culture of El Salvador. 
I cannot wait to meet the amazing people I’ve heard 
so much about. I’m eager to work hard to help build 
the house for a family to call home. Thank you Carol 
Manley Endowment Fund for paying for my flight to 
El Salvador! It means a lot because we will help so 
many people.” – Walker Smith 
 
 

 
“Dear Carol Manley Endowment Fund Committee 
and congregation. Since I was younger I have always 
wanted to go with our church to El Salvador. I’m very 
excited that I am old enough to go along this year. I 
have never traveled outside the country before so I 
am a little nervous but I think it will be a very good 
learning experience and it will help me get closer to 
God. I am also very happy I get to go with such an 
awesome group of people. I look forward to working 
with all of them to help make life better for a family 
in El Salvador and to learn about their culture. Thank 
you so much for the contribution towards this trip! 
It is being used to purchase my plane ticket for this 
adventure!” – Maggie Paul 
 
“Hello Carol Manley Endowment Fund members, I 
would like to take a few moments to just say thank 
you for the very generous donation for us on our 
Trip to El Salvador. I am very excited for the chance 
to be able to experience this amazing journey. I 
cannot wait to serve and to see the different culture 
of how our brothers and sisters down there worship. 
I am glad that I could be one of the ones to help out 
and try and take down my leadership skills to not 
only help construct a house, but to also build strong 
relationships with my brothers and sisters going 
with me and of the ones I will meet down in El 
Salvador. I cannot wait to live out God’s work our 
hands while I’m there, as well as to come back and 
share the amazing journey that this will have been 
for us. Thank you very much for this experience of a 
lifetime, and the help you all have provided, it 
means the world! Thank you again!” – Jacob Meyer 
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I spent most of my childhood living in the 

western United States. While there I almost always 
would hear comments and sighs about those beautiful 
aspen trees. Their leaves fluttered and glittered in the 
slightest of breezes and in fall they turned a vibrant 
yellow on the foothills of the Rockies.  

 
It was a good number of years later when my 

husband and I returned to Colorado to attend the Luther 
Academy of the Rockies outside Estes Park that I heard 
aspen trees extolled for more than just their beauty. It 
turns out that while aspen trees look like trees, they 
aren’t like most other trees. That is, they are not solitary 
trunks and branches. You will never find just one aspen 
tree. Aspen are a colony, a single organism, and the 
trunks you see, called ramets, are shoots coming up from 
one root system. New ramets may appear more than 100 
feet from the parent tree, but genetically, they belong to 
the same organism. The Pando aspen colony in Utah is 
often considered the largest organism on earth, covering 
more than 100 acres. The ramets are genetically identical 
from one end of the colony to the other.  

 
Aspen colonies are complex. “Their intricate 

network of roots can ferry nutrients from one part of the 
[colony] to another. Roots near an abundant water 
supply, for example, may provide water to other roots 
and shoots in a much drier area. These parts of the 
[colony] can return the favor if their roots have access to 
crucial nutrients missing from the wet area. By 
distributing its water and nutrients over its entire 
expanse, an (quaking) aspen [colony] can survive in a 
patchy environment where other trees might die off.”i 

This is one of the reasons that a colony can exist for a 
very long time. The Pando colony I mentioned is 
estimated to be about 80,000 years old. But it turns out, 
ramets may only live 40 to 150 years.  

 

 
Which is the other reason aspen are hearty and 

resilient - they are able to sense the need for new shoots 
and regeneration. When ramets die off naturally or when 
part of the colony is destroyed by fire, mudslide, or 
avalanche, the colony feels the effect. “Normally each 
[ramet] sends hormones into the root system that 
suppress the formation of new ramets. But when a stem 
dies, its hormone signal dies as well. If a large number of 
the shoots in a stand are wiped out, the hormonal 
imbalance triggers a huge increase in new, rapidly 
growing stems. In this way, the aspen colony 
regenerates, and much faster than other trees.ii Not all of 
those new shoots survive, but like the sower in the 
parable who abundantly casts seed around, some are 
sure to thrive.  

Metaphors and analogies are only ever effective 
to a point. But I think the aspen colony can help us reflect 
on what it means to be the body of Christ made visible in 
the congregations of our Central/Southern Illinois Synod. 
We may look like individual congregations, but we are 
connected, and we are connected for a reason – to give 
encouragement to one another, to direct resources for 
the sake of ministry in various places when needed, and 
to work together to bring forth new ministries, whether 
these are area congregations coming together to 
strengthen and nurture discipleship, to create a new 
social ministry or a new worshipping community. Our 
shared resources and commitment to one another help 
bring forth new vitality and new life among us. Going 
back to the aspen colony, the colony will only exist so 
long as it continues to send up new shoots. Our Christian 
witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ, whom we know 
makes a difference in our lives – that witness only 
continues when we find ways to reach beyond ourselves 
and invite others into the abundant life in Christ.  

Many of our congregational settings are in places 
with demographic shifts and reaching new people with 
the gospel might be a greater challenge. But there are 
also other places in our synod where we have significant 
populations of people who are known as “nones” N-O-N-
E-S, who have no experience with church at all. To 
witness to the gospel of Jesus isn’t the work of just one 
congregation, but of all of us together finding ways to 
support ministry that does what we are called to do in 
the great commission: to make disciples. We are bound 
to one another by Christ and together we respond to 
Christ’s call to let our light shine and give glory to God. I 
thank you for the ministry you are doing in each of your 
congregations and look forward to joining with you in the 
ministry that happens in and through our synod.  
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SYNOD-WIDE MISSION TRIP 

Saturday, Aug. 31, 1:00 PM – Monday, Sep. 2, Noon 

Here’s your chance to go on a mission trip closer 
than El Salvador. Join us for a mission trip to Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois, to give support and assistance to a 
struggling congregation. We have 9 people already 
signed up: Carol and Jim Manley, Barb and Jim Hack, 
Dean Olson, Marilyn Dudley, Bob Clark, Jason Fisher 
and Greg Fisher. You can spend the entire weekend 
or just attend for one day. 

We’ll be doing work projects such as interior 
painting, deep cleaning, repair work, landscaping, 
and carpentry work. Any implements or tools you 
can bring with you are encouraged. We’ll also 
participate in a service project benefiting the Mt. 
Vernon community. Individuals ages 6 and up are 
welcome. Cost is $20, plus 10 for t-shirt. If you are 
interested in joining our team, contact Marilyn 
Dudley (parishworker@gslc or 217-549-7706) 

 
Game Night 

Hyatt Place Champaign 
Monday August 19th - 6:30 PM 

Come join fellow board game and card game 
enthusiasts for an evening of play. You can play new 
games with new friends or bring your own games 
and your own friends to share with the community. 

 

 
 

Thursday August 15 
Movie on the Quad  9 PM 

 
High School youth are invited to join Jason for a free 
movie on the U of I Quad. In a world where people 
collect Pokémon to do battle, a boy comes across an 
intelligent talking Pikachu who seeks to be a 
detective. Bring your own lawn chair and popcorn. 
 

 
 

Friday August 9 
Fellowship Hall  5-8 PM 

 
Jason will be providing child care for youth up 
through 5th grade to enjoy dinner, games, and a 
movie together while you get an evening to yourself. 
If interested email or text Jason by the August 7th.  
 
 

 
 
Join us for some fun service projects as we kick off a 
new school year following Jesus. After worship on 
Sunday September 8th we will have multiple service 
projects for people to choose from. Come join us! 
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September 21, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Six Flags Great America — Gurnee, IL 
 
Calling all adventurous middle & high school youth. 
Do you love rollercoasters? Do you love supporting 
Special Olympics? If so you can enjoy both by 
participating in this fundraiser. If you can join Jason 
in raising $150 for  Special Olympics you get: 
 
*Free Entrance into Six Flags Great America  
*Parking Pass (Value $25.00)  
*Free Breakfast 
*Official Coaster Challenge Athletic Shirt 
*Tracking Pass 
*Medal upon Completion 
*Entrance via The FLASH Pass until 1pm 
*Early Access to Raging Bull and The Joker. 
 
Contact Jason if you are up for a wild ride. 
 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Each Friday 
7 AM - Original Pancake House 

 
Ruth Circle – Tue. August 20 
9:30 am – Windsor of Savoy 

 

 
 

Classes for ALL ages begin Sunday 
September 15th at 10:30 AM. 

 
Pre K – 4th Grade will dive into their Spark Bibles, 5th 
– 8th Grade will be with Jason in the youth room, 
High School Youth are encouraged to help lead 
lessons with our younger kids, attend or lead Adult 
Forums. Adults will be in the choir room. 
 

 
 
Jason Fisher & Jenelle Keene will be hosting some 
after school activities for youth this fall. We will have 
snacks, games, and space for kids to work on 
homework every Friday during the fall from 2:45 – 
5:45 PM. If you would like to help with games or 
snacks let either Jason or Jenelle know.  
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Monthly Beginner Yoga 
Monday, Aug. 26 7-8:15p.m. 
@ Wesley United Methodist 

(Green &amp; Goodwin) 
 
The last Monday of the month will be a drop-in 
Beginner Yoga class! You will learn the basic poses 
of a floor-based yoga class so you can join whatever 
class works for you. $5 upon arrival. 
 

Noon Reset Yoga on campus 
Starts Wednesday, Sept. 11,12-12:45p.m. 
@ St. Andrew’s Lutheran Campus Center 

(Wright &amp; Chalmers) 
 
Work or live on campus? Scoot over to St. Andrew’s 
to reset yourself for the rest of the week! Every 
Wednesday - $5 – all are welcome! 
 
Questions or to register for Beginning Yoga? Email 
Rachel at rachel@dailybreadyoga.life with any 
questions. Check out the full class schedule at 
www.dailybreadyoga.life. 
 
 

Dear GSLC Family! 
 

Thank you all so much for your 
constant love and support over 
all the years! Your gift for my 
YAGM year was overwhelming. I 
cannot wait to share my journey 
with you all through my blog! 

(marycorkeryyagm.home.blog) 
Thank you again. Lots of love. 
Mary Corkery 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Book Club in the Choir Room 
Thursday August 8 – 9:30 am 

 
WHERE THE CRAWDAD’S SING by Delia Owens 

This story is a coming of age crime drama about a 
girl growing up alone in the marshes of North 
Carolina. It is at once an exquisite ode to the natural 
world and a surprising tale of a possible murder. The 
author reminds us that we are forever shaped by the 
children we once were and subject to the beautiful 
and violent secrets that nature keeps. 
  

mailto:rachel@dailybreadyoga.life
http://www.dailybreadyoga.life/
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Acolyte Training 
Interested in being trained as an Acolyte? Want to 
help assist with Communion? Ready to start your 
Confirmation journey by getting paired with a 
mentor? See Jason to get started on the journey. 
 

 

 
 

Sunday August 18, 6 – 8 PM 
Riggs Beer Company 

1901 S High Cross Rd, Urbana, IL 
 
 

 
Summer WELCA meeting – Aug. 12 at 5 pm 

 

Join us on Tuesday, August 12 at 5 - 6 pm in the 
church library for the summer WELCA meeting. We 
will be discussing plans for the coming year, 
including the Fall Fun Fest on Oct. 5. The more the 
merrier and the more ideas we can generate for 
WELCA activities! Bring a friend from church and 
plan to attend. Light refreshments will be served. 
  

WELCA Lutheran World Relief Efforts 
 

If you see school supplies on sale this summer, 
please pick up some items if you can for our next 
spring’s WELCA God’s Work – Our Hands Day. 
Needed items are: 70-page notebooks, ruler, 
crayons, erasers, blunt scissors, pencils and pens. 
We will have a box in the narthex marked WELCA 
school supplies beginning August 4. 

Fall Fun Fest 
Saturday, October 5 11 am – 3pm 

 
Pumpkin decorating, games, apple pies and other 
baked goods along with gift baskets will be part of 
the activities that day! Please mark the date and 
invite your family, friends, and neighbors. We will 
have flyers available in August you can take to pass 
out about the event. This is our big WELCA 
fundraiser to provide assistance for meals after 
funerals, special congregational meals and 
activities, monetary donations to the ELCA, and 
supplies to Lutheran World Relief, etc. 
  

 
 

September 28 and 29 
Prep for Fall Fun Fest – Apple Pies are back! 

 
Two opportunities for you to help that weekend: 
 
Saturday, September 28 from 10 am – noon in the 
fellowship hall, come visit with friends and assemble 
the many gift baskets and items we will sell at the 
Fall Fun Fest.  
  
Sunday, September 29 from 10:30 to 1:30 pm in the 
church kitchen, join us for apple pie making. There 
will be many tasks to be done such as coring and 
cutting up apples, making the packaged pie crust 
mix, filling up the pie pans with the apple mixture 
and more. We hope to make 50 pies to sell at the fall 
festival. Pre-orders for pies will be available that day 
if you are there helping. Light refreshments will be 
served. A list of supplies needed for pie making will 
be in upcoming Sunday bulletins. 
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Editor’s note: Our June cover story in Living 
Lutheran, “Worship 101,” examined the “whats, 
whys and hows” of ELCA worship. We now continue 
the story monthly as an online series to further 
explore what Lutheran worship is, how Lutherans 
worship, and why we do what we do. 
 
I recently read a list of “20 rules of etiquette for 
attending worship” shared by a clergyperson (not of 
my denomination). They were things people needed 
to do if they wanted to do worship “right”—such as 
never giving kids snacks; never looking at cell 
phones; bowing, sitting, standing and kneeling at all 
the right times; dressing in a certain way, etc. In 
response, I thought I’d share my own clergy list of 
etiquette. 
  
1. I assume that, when you walk into church, you 
feel weighed down by the world. You probably had 
a hard week at work or failed on your diet or argued 
again with your spouse or have had it up 
to here with the kids. I could be wrong, but I assume 
you need a break. My job is to smile and welcome 
you. Your “rule” here is simply to walk in the door, if 
you choose. 
 
2. As our guest of honor, you are in church to be 
served. This means you do not come to serve God or 
anyone else. Before you worry that this will make 
you feel entitled, remember that the gathering 
commonly called “mass” was renamed “service” by 
Martin Luther, who said God is the one serving. God 
is lavishly serving you in word and sacrament. This is 
not to make you feel entitled but to make you feel 
loved and free to love others. (You will know when 
God puts it on your heart to serve others, prompted  
 

by your overflowing love.) So your “rule” here is to 
try to open your heart to God, who will serve you as 
you worship and praise God. It’s not really a rule but 
a good idea. You’ll get more out of things this way. 
 
3. The music is always nicer if you sing along. The 
prayers are more powerful if you join your voice in 
the ancient rhythm created by billions of people 
over thousands of years. You’ll get more out of the 
sermon if you listen. So your “rule”—let’s call it 
a suggestion—is to involve yourself in what we call 
“the work of the people,” which is what “liturgy” 
literally means. It’s not a requirement, though. If 
what you need to do is sit in silence, cry, meditate, 
whatever—have at it. 
 
4. Parents and grandparents, we give you all the 
breaks you need. Jesus loved kids and loves yours. 
Feed them Cheerios, give them toys—yes, quiet 
ones would be nice—step out of the sanctuary if you 
want, utilize the nursery and Sunday-school options, 
and ask your neighbors for help. Many of us have 
been there, and you’re doing great. (I can preach 
with kids in the room. I just get louder!) If they are 
loud, do your best—but know that we love you and 
we love them. 
 

 
 
5. The table is owned by Jesus Christ. He called you 
and all people to join in Holy Communion. I will 
never withhold the sacrament from anyone. (It’s not 
mine to withhold.) Don’t feel worthy? Well, Jesus 
fed Judas. It’s not about worthiness; it’s about God’s 
love for you. Feel better? Good. Get up here and let 
me put bread in your hand! 
 
(continued on next page) 
 
 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/06/worship-101/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/06/perspective-experience-pentecost-in-every-worship-service/
https://www.elca.org/worshipfaq
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(Living Lutheran article continued) 
 
6. Ask me anything about worship that you want to 
understand but know that it all unfolds over time 
and that we all grow, as we should, over a lifetime. 
 
7. Cell phones are best kept quiet—but hey, pull it 
out to tweet an interesting sermon note (I do say 
some tweet-worthy things sometimes). Record, go 
“live,” spread the gospel in new ways. No rule here 
either. 
 
8. Wear whatever you want. This is the most 
irrelevant thing in the history of ever. 
 
9. Your love of God pales in comparison to God’s 
love of you. If you are a persistent troublemaker, I’ll 
let you know. But regardless of your culture or 
background, if you are wounded, broken, anxious, 
insecure, depressed, or unsure if you even believe in 
God, you will not be judged by God or our 
congregation. Bring your authentically human self 
to the worship service—and see how much God 
serves you in profound and soul-healing ways. 
 
10. Relax. 
 
Rules and requirements won’t save you, me or 
anyone. Salvation was—and is—a gift from the 
cross. If any of us could have earned salvation by 
being the perfect churchgoer, the cross wouldn’t 
have been necessary. I assume that we’re all trying 
our best with what we know. But our trying 
is nothing compared to God’s love. The mercy flows 
from God into our hearts. 
 

 
Stephanie Lape is a rostered 
minister in the ELCA, serving 
Cross and Crown Lutheran 
Church in Rancho Cucamonga, 
Calif. She lives with her 
husband and teenage children 
in Corona, Calif., and writes 
and speaks on spirituality and 
interfaith dialogue. 

 

 
 

COOKIE TINS NEEDED ... LOOKING AHEAD TO GSLC 
HOLIDAY TRADITION IN EARLY DECEMBER 

 
Many Good Shepherd bakers reserve time during 
the Christmas season to provide tasty cookies or 
confections to be delivered to fellow members or 
friends who are 80 years or more and others unable 
to leave their homes. 
 
In order to pack a select variety of these donated 
goodies for delivery, 20 more medium-sized cookie 
tins are needed.  Please be on the lookout for 
MEDIUM SIZE COOKIE TINS when you shop at resale 
shops or garage sales. The I.D.E.A. Store is also an 
excellent place to check for really cheap tins. 
 
You may leave them in the nurses office. Thank you! 

 
APP OF THE MONTH 
 
THE BIBLE APP FOR KIDS 
By: YouVersion 
 
In this app you get 41 of 
the “big” Bible stories with 
a friendly narration. It has 

a really fun interactive animation style that keeps 
children engaged as they select stories and play 
various games designed to help them learn and 
retain important Bible story concepts.  
 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/stephanie-lape/
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“HINTS FOR STAYING COOL IN THE SUMMER” 
 

1. Reduce strenuous activities. Keep moving 
but stay in cool places out of the sun. 
 

2. Keep hydrating. 4-8 glasses of water or 
sports drink. Limit intake of alcohol and 
caffeinated drinks. Fresh fruits and 
vegetables also hydrate the body. Watch for 
urine to be a clear color. (The Mayo clinic 
suggests using "8X8" as a guideline...8 
glasses, 8 ounces each, of fluid daily). 

 
3. Avoid too much sun. Sunblock with at least 

15 SPF or higher when going outdoors, even 
on cloudy and hazy days. Actually for older 
folks 30-50 SPF is best and helps with those 
brown spots too. 

 
4. Wear light colored clothes outdoors. Loose 

lightweight dress helps to maintain the 
normal body temperatures. 

 
5. When planning an outing or picnic, find 

places with cool shades and ventilation such 
as covered places and shaded trees. 

 
6. Cool treats are great...Ice cream cones, 

popsicles and any other frozen refreshing 
treat during the hot season. 

 
7. Check your medications in the summer that 

have the side effects of fluid and electrolyte 
loss. Many medications, particularly 
antibiotics and diuretics can block the body’s 
natural ability to cope with the sun and heat. 
Check with your pharmacist or doctor if 
concerned. If on a low carbohydrate diet, 
drink plenty of fluids, as the additional 
proteins in this diet can cause the body to 
heat up more quickly. 

 
REMEMBER to drink water it rewards you with 
increased energy, bright clear eyes, radiant 
complexion as it carries nutrients to every cell in 
your body, flushes out nasty toxins, improves 
circulation and blood flow and lubricates your joints. 
 

 
 
Pastor Emeritus   Edward D. Schneider 
Interim Pastor   Rev. Knight Wells 
Deacon    Jason Fisher 
Parish Admin. Asst.  Traci Shepherd 
Parish Worker   Marilyn Dudley 
Treasurer   Dana VanDeveer Jones 
Organist    Linda Pein 
Custodian   Dennis Lage 
Parish Nurses   Sandy Rueter 
    Elizabeth Kakoma 
    Celeste Coverdill 
Summer Office Hours 
Mon – Thur: 8 am – 4 pm 
Fridays:  Closed 
 
Deadline for September Scroll is Thursday Aug. 22 
 

Bulletin / Announcement / Shout Out Deadline 
is Wednesday at noon each week 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visits & Prayers 
Let us know if you, a family member, member of GSLC, or 
friend of GSLC is hospitalized or moves to a care facility so 
we can reach out. 

Hospitals and Nursing Homes no longer contact the church 
when members are admitted. Keep us informed so we can 
bring communion and prayers to those in need of healing 
or comfort. 

 

   
 

  
       
       
        
       
      

 


