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ASH WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 17, 2021
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray: Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you
breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you
and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of
kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with
confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
SCRIPTURE

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20B-6:10

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 6:1As we
work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the
grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I
have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped
you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of
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salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so
that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants
of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,
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beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of
spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God;
with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for
the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute.
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown,
and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as
punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another,
and before the whole company of heaven,
that we have sinned by our fault,
by our own fault,
by our own most grievous fault,
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
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We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served
us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have
grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and
apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation
of other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to
share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our
indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our
neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those
who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of
concern for those who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES
All are invited to open their small bags of ashes.

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the
earth. May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and
penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
People may trace a cross on their foreheads or on the foreheads of the
people with them in their vehicle, using the following words:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
After all have received ashes, the minister continues:

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
HYMN

#592 Just as I am without one Plea
PEACE

Please stay in your vehicle, but share the Peace – non-contact
only – with those in the vehicles around you.
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MEAL
DIALOGUE AND THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all
the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of
every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we
might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through him,
with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Consume the meal in your cars at the pastor’s direction. As
you consume the meal you may state these words once again:
The body of Christ. The blood of Christ.
It is appropriate to say, “Amen” after receiving the gifts.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty
days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide
for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from selfindulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

#320 The Glory of these 40 days
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